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L OVING HUSBAND AND STEPDAD

Donald (Don) Paul Mickelsen, age 77, of Lewes, Delaware, passed away on November 19, 2025.

Born in Washington, D.C., Don grew up in Arlington, Virginia. He graduated from Wakefield High
School and went on to attend college when he was drafted to Vietnam. He spent first year of basic
military training in GA then a year at the Long Binh base close to Saigon. After honorable

discharge from the Army, he decided, not unlike many veterans, to explore the country in his VW
buggy and camping. Having cut his hair short, he returned to a post at the US Bureau of Mines in

D.C. He eventually worked as a Commodities Specialist within US Geological Survey in D.C. and
Reston VA, specializing in the mineral and mining industry, regularly traveling around the
country to mines, collecting data. On the side, he nurtured his love of nature by living in the

countryside area of Virginia Piedmont, at the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Here he
himself, being skilled and very handy, both built and oversaw building of several of his houses.

Don also nurtured many other passions throughout his life. As an avid reader, each room in his

home carried multiple, filled to the brim, bookcases. It was his way to understand the world and
its people better and fostered his steady, thoughtful nature. As a cinema enthusiast he did not shy

away from demanding film art like productions by Ingmar Bergman. He often explored the
starry sky with his many Celestron telescopes. An enthusiast of HAM radios and model trains, he
found joy in the details and craftsmanship these hobbies required. Loving to work with his hands,

he had a talent for pottery, creating countless pieces of art from clay—each one a reflection of his
patience and creativity. He explored meditation as a segway to contemplation, peace and wisdom,

attending regular meditation sessions. Don was an avid lover of music, contemporary and
classical, seen at venues from Coastal Concerts in Lewes, Wolf Trap in VA to Carnegie Hall in NY.
He abandoned bachelorhood at age 50, as he met his wife Nina, with whom he shared a great

sense of humor. At the same time, he became the stepdad of two teen girls for whom he became a
quiet yet steady support and always present when needed. With his wife, he continued to cultivate

Obituary Donald Paul Mickelsen
NOV 7, 19 4 8  -  NOV 19 , 2 0 2 5

Donald Paul Mickelsen
NOV  7, 1 948 -  NOV  1 9, 2 0 2 5

PAGE 3 OF 10



his interest in the visual arts, frequently visiting museums and galleries from D.C., Philadelphia
and NY to Art Basel in Miami. He also often assisted his wife in setting up art exhibits. The later

part of his life he spent at the Delaware beaches, where he could be seen enjoying the sunset on
the high deck of his Fenwick Island beach house with a gin tonic in his hand, quietly

contemplating. Or later doing the same at his Lewes home in front of a breathtaking view of the
Cape Henlopen State Park. He loved to prep food on the grill and was always ready to cook for
those present. He did many trips with his wife to her native Finland, many other European

countries to visit good friends as well as an unforgettable adventure to New Zealand.

Above all else, Don was devoted to his family. As a very loving husband, stepfather, and granddad,

he put the people he loved first in every season of life. His quiet strength was sought in times of
need. His kindness was gentle, consistent, and unwavering. His dogs over the years, Lady, Colette,
Jackson, Lucy and Tash would also attest to this. His friends knew him as a charming host who

generously opened his home for fun get-togethers.

Don will be remembered for his kind and caring spirit with a strong sense of responsibility, his
willingness to help, his warm heart, and the steady love he gave so freely. His legacy lives on in the

family he cherished and the beauty he created for his family and friends to enjoy.

Don is preceded in passing by his parents, Walt Mickelsen and Mildred Sweeney; and his sister

Carol Haller. He is survived by his loving wife of 23 years, Nina Mickelsen; his step children: Anna
Blu Nordgren (Jarrett Simon) of Marietta, GA and Sofia Graham (Sean Graham) of Aldie, VA; his
step grandchildren: Atlas, Finn, Juni, and Reace; and a host of extended family across the US and

many friends in US and Europe, who all will miss him dearly.

A Memorial Service will be held for Don on Friday, December 5, 2025 at 11:00 AM at Parsell

Funeral Homes & Crematorium, 16961 Kings Highway, Lewes, DE, where friends may visit
beginning at 10:00 AM.

All those unable to attend the services are invited to join the service via live streaming by visiting

the following link:
http://www.parsellfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/permalink/11971087/LTWebcast .

FLORIST NOTE: PLEASE DELIVER ALL ARRANGEMENTS BY 3:00 PM ON THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 4, 2025, TO OUR LEWES LOCATION.
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Visitation

Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium-

Atkins-Lodge Chapel

16961 Kings Highway, Lewes DE 19958

Funeral Service

Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium-

Atkins-Lodge Chapel

16961 Kings Highway, Lewes DE 19958
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Friday,December 5, 2025

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM ET

Friday,December 5, 2025

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM ET
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Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium  shared aWebcast Video.

December 3 at 12:55 PM

AD André D. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donald.

December 5 at 11:16 AM

MS Martha  S. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donald.

December 4 at 11:52 AM

CV

Peter  Verhe December 4 at 1:40 PM

Our thoughts are with You and Your family. Wishing You much love and support,Verhe family,

HelsinkiPeter, Irma Titus, Elena Caius, Jenni, Remus

Caius V. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donald.

December 4 at 11:04 AM

NI Nina shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Our deepest condolences ❤️Brunou familyMemories from our Tavastö cottage,

Finland

December 4 at 10:49 AM
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BL Bill And Susan Lindeman sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Mickelsen family.

December 3 at 11:06 PM

JJ Jaana  J. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donald.

December 3 at 6:30 PM

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style  to the Mickelsen family.

December 3 at 1:01 AM

AS Aulikki, Mike & Sara planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donald.

December 3 at 1:01 AM

Anonymous sent a Sweet Tranquility Basket to the Mickelsen family.

December 2 at 7:55 PM

PM Pat And Terry Mcconnel planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Donald.

December 2 at 7:55 PM
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BL Barb Leach posted:

Don was one of my very best friends when we shared a group beachhouse in Rehoboth for

years. His sense of humor, loyalty and willingness to pitch in to help when we shared meals bring

back many memories. And as he settled in with Nina, I was so happy for him.Barb Leach

December 1 at 10:04 PM

Gertrud Bojo posted:

Don was a gracious host as we used to visit him and Nina in their beautiful house in Lewes. We

were a group of four couples coming together to enjoy great food and wine, share diverse life

stories, hearty laughter, and excursions in the beautiful surroundings. For many years, their

generous hospitality was a cornerstone of great friendships. Don was a true gentleman and

entertained us with his personal warmth and understated sense of humor. Although his absence

will be deeply felt, we are thankful for everything we experienced together.Gertrud and Jan

November 30 at 6:41 PM
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Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium  shared aWebcast Video. December 3 at 12:55 PM

SCAN  TO  WATCH

WEBCAST

NI Nina shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album. December 4 at 10:49 AM

PAGE 9 OF 10



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Donald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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